
 

 
Welcome to Meadowbrook’s End of Term Newsletter. At last, summer is around the 

corner but before we dust off the sprinklers and parasols, let’s take time to reflect on the 
many wonderful activities and events that have taken place this term throughout the 
school.  Our classrooms have been abuzz with what seems like an endless array of 
experiential lessons, workshops and events. I hope that this latest edition of Meadowbrook 
News goes someway to providing a snapshot of life this past term.  From Bake offs to Book 
Fairs, Valentine’s Day lunches to Mothers’ Day tea… our own production of Hamlet with the 
Young Shakespeare Company, or perhaps a little less refined…clucking like chickens whilst 
adorned with Easter Bonnets, through the aisles of St Michael’s Church in Warfield! Life at 
Meadowbrook has not stood still for a moment.   
 
As if that weren’t enough, the outstanding efforts of our children and staff in more 
academic pursuits continue to reflect our growth mindset of ‘better never stops’. Our 
children routinely refuse to settle for less than their best and at every turn, prove to us that 
maintaining high expectations does not have to come at the expense of their enjoyment in 
learning.  
 

As I mentioned in my End of Term Cover Letter, I have been working with members of 
FoMM (Friends of Meadowbrook Montessori) as a means of involving them more in 
strategic planning and School Development. This has been very beneficial for the School, 
with many new initiatives in the pipeline for the new academic year. I do hope that you will 
be able to attend the Coffee Mornings that FoMM and I will host jointly, to find out how this 
strengthed partnership will benefit you and your children. I will also be able to update you 
on the hunt for a new Head teacher as well as how my plans, as Director of Education, will 
continue to tie in with all of the above.  
 
These are exciting times for the School and with Meadowbrook’s future and continued 
growth assured, I wish you all a wonderful Easter break and look forward to seeing you for 
the start of the Summer Term.  As usual, please feel free to email me during the holidays, if 
you need to. 

 

Serena Gunn     

serenagunn@meadowbrook.uk 

 

mailto:serenagunn@meadowbrook.uk


VIOLIN COMES TO MEADOWBROOK 

In September, Meadowbrook will be offering violin lessons 

in the same way that we currently offer piano. Parents would 

need to rent or purchase small violins which Gill, our music 

teacher can help with. We would like to know at this stage, how 

many children may be interested in learning this new 

instrument and would ask that interested parents let Joy know as 

soon as possible. 

 

MEADOWBROOK PARENT & TODDLER SESSIONS 

Having had a few successful runs in Marlow with our P & T 

sessions, we were told by the Church Hall that we had to fill 5 slots a week 

and subsequently have had to leave. We have been looking ever since for 

a new venue, with the issue being storage (of all of our toddler tables, 

chairs and equipment take up space that for 1 or 2 sessions a week, 

venues do not have spare).  We would love to get these popular sessions 

up and running again so keep your eyes open for suitable premises (with 

storage) and we will of course let you know as soon as we have found a 

new home! Please contact Serena directly with any comments/questions. 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL…. 

 The Spring term has whizzed by yet again and Lower Primary children have had such 

a busy term!  Our first Twilight Delight of the year provided the children with an excellent 

opportunity to practise their Food Technology skills, as they had to chop, grate, peel and 

slice in order to prepare pizza and crudities for their 

supper.  Afterwards, we watched ‘Inside Out’ in our 

‘jammies and snuggled with our favourite teds and 

pillows (not to mention the all the popcorn we got 

through)!  The children had a wonderful time and we 

can’t wait to host our Summer Twilight Delight, with 

fun and games outside and a buffet picnic. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing the theme of food, our Valentine’s Day treat boxes were slightly different this 

year, as the introduction of hot meals meant we didn’t 

need to make a special Valentine’s lunch for each 

other.  Instead, the children voted to make ‘treat 

boxes’ for each other, which could include food 

treats and small toy or stationary gifts.  As usual, the 

effort the children and families put into designing 

and preparing the boxes was amazing!  Thank you 

so much for supporting your children with their 

colourful creations. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Bridges featured very heavily in Key Stage 1’s Design and 

Technology curriculum this term.  Children developed 

and applied their skills to design, plan, construct and 

evaluate a product, as they built a bridge following set 

criteria. This tied in very nicely with our study of 

Biographies and Significant Figures in British History, as 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel, a British engineer, was our 

person of interest.  Year 1 and 2 now know many 

amazing facts about him and even used him as the subject of the Spring 2 long writing 

assessment.  Their bridges were evaluated by members of Reception, Year 3 and Year 4, 

who came to visit out bridge ‘museum’ and give the children feedback.   

 

Reception learnt more about Sweden with the help of 

Lily’s mum, Sara. Children learnt that Sweden was a 

country in Scandinavia and that their currency is the 

kronor.  They made beautiful project 

books which included maps, flags and interesting facts.  Thank you 

for your help Lily and Sara! 

A special thank you also to Erika and Katherine Luyckx, who presented a 

lovely violin concert for us.  Children had the opportunity 

to handle and play the violin, as well as hear some 

classical and contemporary pieces played by Erika.   

Thank you Erika.  We absolutely LOVED listening to you! 

 

 

 



 

Our local environment is perfect for walking and exploring at any time of year and has 

provided us with a wealth of natural lessons, allowing us to cover many areas of our Science 

and Geography curriculums.  Spotting spring flowers, investigating objects that sink and 

float and making rafts with sticks and pieces of grass as twine were all on the agenda on our 

most recent Spring walk.  Should you wish to watch the video that Zoe Steed took, you can 

find it on our Facebook page. 

 

 

Mothers’ Day is always a special day for Lower 

Primary, as the children love to make presents and cards for their mums.  This 

year, Reception prepared beautifully written sentences explaining why they 

love their mum, while Year 1&2 applied their growing knowledge of rhyming 

couplets to compose and recite their own.  The children made peppermint creams which 

were offered during afternoon tea, and Reception even prepared pretty boxes 

to put some in as a gift.  Year 1&2 painted little photo frames that included a 

portrait, which they then decorated with sparkly gems.  We hope you loved 

your keepsake presents as much as the children enjoyed making them.  

 

 

     

 



                                                 

Our annual Easter Service at the gorgeous 

and very old St. Michael’s church in Warfield 

was awash with colour as the children 

donned their home-made Easter bonnets for 

a parade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Reception for explaining the meaning of Easter, and to 

Jenevieve, Freya, Sophia, Nathan and Kenny for reading ‘The Happiest 

Day’.  Catherine, the vicar, was so impressed with your reading she complimented you in 

front of the whole audience.  Well done children. You are a credit to your school! 

Wishing you all a restful spring break, 

The Lower Primary Team 

Barbara, Amita, Wendy & Sarah 



Meanwhile, the uppers have consolidated their autumn foundations and further 

developed in a holistic, academic, emotional and social sense.  Our Behavioural Learning 

Powers are voiced daily and the children are developing their ‘Rocky Rhino’ noticing powers 

and managing ‘Active Ant’ distractions in a positive and mindful manner; both tools for 

personal growth and life.  

In Science, the Fixes studied the Earth & Planets and Material Changes.  Our kitchen 

cupboard science serves us very well as we ensure every child has the opportunity to 

express an opinion, listen to peers and hypothesise applying the pertinent vocabulary at all 

times.  Our science strands covered the  

   

For our poetry strand, we wrote haikus and cinquains outside for nature’s inspiration and 

delved into the finer details of Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Macbeth which were discussed 

and analysed as a class and then contemporary scenes were composed.  

 

              

 

Design & Technology and Food Technology by Fixes was kicked off with our Mother’s Day 

event. Each child designed and executed their own embroidered card, and we made the 

paper from recycled paper in the classroom.  As a result of the process, the children have 

developed a more thoughtful outlook to the design process and are beginning to 

understand the importance of intricate detail at this stage, however, several had to re-

calculate spacing requirements and simplify their final pieces.  As a learning target, it’s so 

important to be a critical, yet a positive and reflective learner at these stages and to see the 

process through.  Please, we implore you to have fun with your child and to problem solve 



and even fail with them – they need to participate equally in rising to a challenge, changing 

their mind set versus being successful (which doesn’t come over night!) 

    

We also designed our own biscuits after a very crumbly, tasting session.  The children 

identified the key ingredients of the biscuits, discerned the sugar, fat and calorific content 

from looking at food labels and compared and contrasted their texture, tastes and flavours.  

Each child designed their own biscuit from a basic recipe and baked with Aimee on a 1:1.  

Again, please be inventive with your little chefs; they are very discerning and all capable of 

washing up and clearing up too!  Why not create your own biscuits during the holidays? 

 

        

         

 

     



Year 3&4 have once again delved into the depths of the curriculum, exploring everything 

from the Harry Potter set construction in literacy, British Sign Language (B.S.L.) in Science 

and the economic and cultural diversity that is India. 

 

 

In Science, we explored sound.  We investigated how sound travels through a solid, liquid 

and a gas.  We understood the anatomy of the ear and what it means to lose your hearing 

and rely upon another language – sign- to engage in conversation.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

During our geography, we learned about village life in a less economically advanced country.  

Our study of Chembakolli, in the Eastern Ghats Mountains saw us look at the physical 

geography of India; it’s location on the Asian continent and 

draw comparisons between housing, schooling, transport 

and agriculture in India and England.  

Year 3&4 have made outstanding progress in applying their 

Learning Powers and are encouraged to identify their 

Rocky Rhino Resilience, Active Ant collaborative learning 

and Busy Beaver resourcefulness.  This has made a 

significant impact upon every child’s ability to be self-

directed and apply constructive criticism to their learning.  



We wish you a very happy Easter and challenge you to be creative! 

Pia, Barbara, Rosemary, Julie and Aimee 

 

 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 
 

Congratulations to all of our Yr 6 children on their achievements in securing places for 
Year 7 in the following schools: 

Ranelagh | St Crispins | The Holt | St Edwards | Park Lane International School Prague | 
The Marist (Academic Scholarship) | Leighton Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


